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Adult-Use Cannabis Implementation Timeline 

On November 8, 2022, Maryland voters passed a ballot referendum legalizing cannabis use for 
individuals 21+ on/after July 1, 2023. Below is a timeline of key dates, reports, and studies submitted on 
the path to legalization. 

• March 1, 2023, MMCC submitted the statutorily-required Maryland Cannabis Use Baseline Study to 
the Maryland General Assembly. This report provided a “first look” at cannabis use in Maryland prior 
to legaliza�on. As directed in statute, data was collected from mul�ple state agencies and included 
large popula�on-based surveys, surveys of special popula�ons (e.g., medical cannabis pa�ents), as 
well as program-level data (e.g., treatment services data), poison center and hospital-based data.  
 

• March 1, 2023, MMCC released the 2022 Maryland Medical Cannabis Patient Survey (MMCPS-22) 
Report, which detailed the methods and results of the first cycle of a two-phase study. The study was 
designed to examine paterns of use, percep�ons of risk and benefit, and occurrence of high-risk 
behaviors related to cannabis use in the medical cannabis pa�ent popula�on. The intent of the study 
was to obtain data on medical cannabis use to help inform future programma�c and policy efforts 
and ensure the safe use of cannabis in Maryland. In total, this survey analyzed data from over 13,000 
medical cannabis pa�ents in Maryland and was the largest of its kind to-date. The second wave of 
the survey (MMCPS-23), to assess ongoing and changing pa�ent percep�ons and behaviors, is 
scheduled to be implemented in fall 2023. 

 

 
• December 30, 2022, MMCC submitted the statutorily-required report on Hemp-Derived Non-Delta-

9-Tetrahydrocannabinol Products to the Maryland General Assembly. Chapters 511 and 512 of the 
Acts of 2022 required the MMCC to study and make recommenda�ons on the classifica�on and 
regula�on of tetrahydrocannabinols (THC), other than delta-9-THC, that are ar�ficially, synthe�cally, 
or naturally derived and manufactured products containing delta-8 and delta-10-THC. MMCC 
conducted this study in consulta�on with the Maryland Department of Agriculture, the Maryland 
Hemp Coali�on, the Maryland State Police - Forensic Sciences Division, U.S. Cannabis Council, and 
the Maryland Healthy Alterna�ves Associa�on. MMCC also held a series of public mee�ngs to gain 
input from stakeholders in Maryland’s exis�ng medical cannabis industry, tes�ng laboratories, and 
other State partners at the Maryland Department of Health’s Office of Food Protec�on and the 
Maryland Poison Center. 
 

   

 

https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/Exec/MDH/NMLMCC/HG13-4401%28b%29_2022.pdf
https://mmcc.maryland.gov/Documents/2023%20_PDF_Files/Additional%20Reports/MMCPS-22%20Report%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://mmcc.maryland.gov/Documents/2023%20_PDF_Files/Additional%20Reports/MMCPS-22%20Report%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/Exec/MDH/MMCC/SB788Ch512HB1078Ch511%282%29%282022%29.pdf
https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/Exec/MDH/MMCC/SB788Ch512HB1078Ch511%282%29%282022%29.pdf


• November 8, 2022, Maryland voters passed “Question 4” by ballot referendum, making it legal for 
individuals aged 21 and older to possess and consume cannabis in Maryland on or after July 1, 2023. 
The amendment passed with approximately 67 percent of Marylanders vo�ng in favor of 
legaliza�on. MMCC posted FAQs providing information on what the new law does and does not 
mean for Marylanders, including use and possession limits and public health and safety 
considerations. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• November 1, 2022, MMCC submitted the statutorily-required study on Cannabis Reform: Best 

Practices for a Medical Cannabis Home Grow Program, On-site Cannabis Consumption Facilities, and 
Methods to Reduce Cannabis Use by Minors to the Maryland General Assembly. 

 

• October 11, 2022, MMCC and the Alcohol and Tobacco Commission (ATC) submitted the statutorily-
required joint report to the Maryland General Assembly on the Transi�on of Medical Cannabis 
Personnel to the Alcohol and Tobacco Commission, pursuant to Sec�on 8 of House Bill 837/Chapter 
26 of the Acts of 2022. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• April 9, 2022, The companion bill to House Bill 1, House Bill 837 (2022) Cannabis Reform, is passed, 

laying the groundwork for a legal adult use cannabis program and required the Maryland Medical 
Cannabis Commission (MMCC) to conduct several studies, including a baseline study of cannabis use 
in the State. HB837 set personal use and civil use limits, home grow limits, established community 
reinvestment programs, a Public Health Advisory Council, cannabis business assistance funds, and a 
plan to transition MMCC staff to the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Cannabis Commission (ATC).  
 

• April 9, 2022, House Bill 1 (2022) Constitutional Amendment – Cannabis – Adult Use and Possession, 
is passed by the Maryland General Assembly. This bill required a cons�tu�onal amendment 
(“Ques�on 4") to be placed on the ballot during the November 2022 General Elec�on asking voters, 
“Do you favor the legaliza�on of the use of cannabis by an individual who is at least 21 years of age 
on/a�er July 1, 2023, in the State of Maryland?” 
 

 

https://mmcc.maryland.gov/Pages/Legalization-of-Non-Medical-Cannabis.aspx
https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/Exec/MDH/MMCC/HB837Ch26%2810%29%282022%29.pdf
https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/Exec/MDH/MMCC/HB837Ch26%2810%29%282022%29.pdf
https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/Exec/MDH/MMCC/HB837Ch26%2810%29%282022%29.pdf
https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/ATC/HB837Ch26%288%29%282022%29.pdf
https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/ATC/HB837Ch26%288%29%282022%29.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2022RS/bills/hb/hb0837E.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2022RS/bills/hb/hb0001E.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2022RS/bills/hb/hb0837E.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2022RS/bills/hb/hb0001E.pdf

